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TOPPENI SH-- A fuel ing station near downtown Toppenish has been ordered by the U.S. Environmental 
Protecti on A gency to clean up a petroleum spi l l. 

The stati on at the comer of East Toppenish and Asotin avenues near downtown had three underground tanks 
removed in November 2009, and two other tanks were discovered and removed. 

Duri ng excavation to remove the 40-year-old tanks, contaminated soi l was found and roughly I ,500 tons were 
removed. Water was also struck and digging stopped, accord ing to an EPA news release. 

One o f the tanks had oil sludge in it, and oil cou ld be seen floating in the groundwater. Nearby residents use 
groundwater as their main source of water, the release said. 
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Toppenish is on the Yakama reservation, which is under EPA authority. 

The gas station, formerly known as Spirit, was last operating as a Smitty's Conoco under the ownership of R.H. 
Smith Distributing Company Inc. The company has entered an agreement with EPA to c lean up the spill , devise a 
plan Lo address groundwater contamination and set a strict schedule for cleanup that includes up to $ 10,000 per 
clay in f ines if it fai ls to meet the order, the release said. 

Petroleum leaks can percolate into groundwater, contaminate drinking water and increase the risk of cancer and 
other health problems. 

For more information about leaking underground storage tanks, visi t www.epa .gov/rlOearth/ust.h tm 
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Posting Guidelines- Updated Aug. 21 2009 
Readers are encouraged to use these forums to discuss issues affecting the Yakima Valley. Debate the ideas 
presented in s tories and other comments, but refrain f rom personal attacks and offensive remarks aimed at others; 
e.g., you may call an idea idiotic, but don't say the person is an idiot. The Herald-Republic reserves the ri ght to 
remove any comment for any reason. Examples include material that is obscene, encourages illegal act ivity or 
stereotypes based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religious be liefs and other factors . Continued violation of 
these guidelin es can lead to suspension or revocation of your ability to post co mments. If you believe a co mment 
is inappropriate, you can bri ng it to our a ttention by cl icking the "report vio lati on" link by each comment. 
Guidelines revised Aug. 2 1, 2009. 
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